
U.S. industry pricing trends 



Note: U.S. CPI Urban Consumers Cellular Telephone Services Index began with a base of 100 on 12/31/97. 
Information updated on a monthly basis 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics via Bloomberg (as of March 4, 2011) 
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2/17/04: 
Cingular/ AT&T Wireless 

12/15/04: 
Sprint / Nextel 6/5/08: 

Verizon / Alltel 

4/4/00: 
Bell Atlantic / GTE / Airtouch  

12/29/00: 
SBC Comms / BellSouth – 

form Cingular 

Wireless prices declined 50%  
— from 1999-2009 — a period 
when carriers combined to 

achieve efficiencies. 
 

Source: 2010 U.S. GAO Report 

U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics Data  

Historically, during period when carriers combined 
to achieve efficiencies, U.S. wireless prices fell 


